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We have on hand several laborious and (as we 
esteem them) useful and jnteresting articles in ma- 
nuscript. By the aid of a supplement, which we 
expect to publish next week, some of them may be 
disposed of without interfering with or excluding 
the current matter of these busy political times. 





THE SUPPLEMENT TO THE 9TH VOLUME 
Has been forwarded, we believe, to all whose orders 
for it have been received, except to.such as are 
accustomed to get them by water conveyances, to 
whom no opportunity for sending it shall be iost 

This supplement contains a great volume of ar- 
ticles, conpressed into a very small space, some of 
the chief of which are:—The debate on the treaty 
question, in the house of representatives; a journal 
of events at Paris, from the Richmond Enquirer, at 
a most interesting period, with many important 
foreignstate papers and facts belonging to the late 
mighty turnings and overturnings in Europe, with 
a particular detail of things belonging to Napoleon 
Bonaparte; Mr. Cobbett’s five letters to lord Sheffield 
on American afiairs; some neglected domestic do- 
cuments and many hitherto omitted incidents of va- 
rious character; the ceremony of laying the corner 
stone of the battle monument at Baltimore; biogra- 
phical sketches of several distinguished characters; 
a very extensive collection of national poetry pro- 
duced by the late war; some important law cases; 
accounts of the battles of Moskwa and Waterloo; 
the memorial of certain citizens of New-York re- 
specting the grand canal; the report to the Tegisla- 
ture of Virginia on roads and canals, &c. report to 
the same on banks; report tothe legislature of North 
Carolina on internal improvements, with other ar- 
ticles “too tedious to mention”—the whole present- 
ing a solid mass of the useful with the pleasing, 
that, I believe, is as well worth one dollar (the price 
of the 12 sheets) as any bank note circulating. A 
few copies are yet to be disposed of. 








Letters to the Editor. 


it is pleasant to believe we have endeavored to 
deserve the praise of the good; and honest to con- 
fess that we do not receive it with insensibility— 
trusting, however, that we may have light enough 
to keep its effects in due bounds, and rather be 
provoked to greater industry and zeal than puff- 
ed with vanity and pride. The singular circum. 
stance of receiving, among other letters, those 
from which extracts are given below, in one day, 
has induced us to think we may notice them 
without demeaning ourselves in the public esti- 
mation—-a property, if so it may be called, that 
we esteem most dear. We have not trespassed 
much in this way. 
**United States’ ship » March 1816. 
“Enclosed is a note for five dollars, in advance, 
for the ensuing year of the Weexkty Recister. I 
trust that all your subscribers, while paying so small 
a price for so valuable a chronicle, may feel—as I 
dlo—a sentiment of gratitude, accompanied with a 
sincere wish for your permanent welfare.”? 
| “‘New-Jersey, Murch 1816. 
“os is transmitted $10 in payment for the 
"OL. &. 





last and current year of the Register. Your mind 
may reasonably suggest the propriety of a more 
prompt attention to this matter. My feelings go 
before‘it to acknowledge the justice, and conse- 
quently the obligation of your claim to punctuality 
in every subscriber. Permit me to add, that my 
expectations of your work have not only been an. 
swered, but greatly exceeded. If a faithful and 
able execution, on your part, can give: additional 
obligation to the voluntary engagemenis of your 
subscribers to pay for the Reeisrer, there are few 
that can get over the moral duty of paying your dues 
in their season.” | 
“Georgia, Feb. 1816. 
Having changed my residence, please to direct 
the Resistrer tothis place. You will consider me 
a subscriber to every publication that comes from 
your press. It will be no flattery to say that my 
political ideas have been formed from your work, 
and I am not willing to give up such a faithful moni- 
tor. That respect for your principles which 1 so 
long felt at A , [pray you to believe will not at 
S be extinguished from the breast of ? ——, &e, 
“ Keniucky, March 1816. 
“A subscriber to your admirable Recisrrr from 
the commencement to the present, and ever de 
lighted with the lofty tone of national dignity, firee 
from the vulgar bickerings of party, maintained in 
it with such honorable ability, it was with no com- 
mon sensations of pleasure that I received your po- 
lite favor. I will cheerfuily contribute the best 
exertions to promote the circulation of your invalu- 
able repository of public documents, with the his- 
tory of our glerious republic.” 
“3d month, 1816, 
“I have duly received thy favor of the 17th ult, 
[ am overpaid by thy approbation. [ am disposed to 
think that no periodieal work in our country is more 
valuable than thine: it certainly holds a distiaguish- 
ed place in the rolls of fame. [ can say of thee, as 
another has said of me—“Laudari laudato viro cone 
veys the utmost gratification and is the best reward 
for the effort to be useful.” 
The following was received on the subsequent 
dav— Vermont—Murch, 1816 
*Herewith you will receive 420. Should vour 
work not continue so long as to absorb it (and from 
present appearances I have but little fears on that 
subject) you can refund such balance as may be due 
me. I ardently wish you every possible success in 
your patriotic-exertions.” 
[This gentleman bad previously paid up his bills 
to the Ist of March, 1816, anc his $20 gues for 
four years in advance. } 
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Money, Banks, &c. 

That a capital error has been committed by the 
legislatures of some of the states, and by many com- 
binations of individuals im others, in the multipli- 
cation of banking institutions, 1s now too manifest 
to bear an argument. The inercase of population 
may have required some of these establishments at 
certain plages, but the great majority of them will 
prove ruinous to the neighborhoods where they are 
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located, Many of our best and most intelligent citts 
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zens opposed the prevailing mania to the utmost of 
their power and influence; but wisdom was over- 
whelmed by the torrent of folly, and we must learn 
truth in the bitter school of experience. 

The evil exists—we all see it, many feel it, and 
there are few that will be insensible of it a little 
while hence. ‘When your head is in the lion’s 
mouth get it out as softly as you can:” do not ex- 
tend the danger or increase the injury by violence, 
in attempting to remedy it. The work of reforma- 
tion, if safe and effectual, must be gradual. 

The, commercial mind is exceedingly alarmed at 
the prospect before it. ‘The embargo or the war, 
with all its train of real and imaginary distress, was 
nothing to what is anticipated now, from the neces- 
sity apparently existing, that the banks should sud- 
denly withdraw their accommodations to meet fore: 
ed requisitions of specie; at a time too when foreign 
trade is so muth against us. 

‘The engagements of dealing men, in general, of 
every class and character, are much weightier,at 
this time than at any former period. It may safely 
be said, I believe, that our imports have exceeded 
our exports by at least one hundred millions of dol- 
lirs for the last year; this excess, with the duties,&c. 
accruing on the goods here, essentially depends on 
credits and accommodations. Can these credits and 
accommodations be withdrawn at once, to a much 


. less amount than what thev were before the war, 


when our exports balanced or exceeded our imports? 
But so they must be withdrawn, if specie payments 
he forced, as lias been resolved in Virginia and pro- 
bably will be by the general government; for the 
bill reported by Mr. Calioun, founded upon the let- 
ter from te secretary of the treasury (sec these ar- 
ticles, pages 1/5 and 119) is expected to pass. In 
Virginia, we sre told, that the pressure is already 
excessive, and that no little discontent at the law 
for this purpose, as well as for suppressing the cir- 
culation of the notes of the new banks, is excited; 
and the alarm is spreading through the rest of the 
states. If one half of the evil that is anticipated by 
intelligent gentlemen be felt, we shall have “such 
times” as the present generation has never scen. 
Money, that is, negociable money, at every seat of a 
bank, new or old, chartered or unchartered, is be- 
coming very scarce, and must become more and 
more difficult to get, if the directors of those insti- 
tutions be honest men, determined to honor their 
engagements. 

{ am not prepared to lay down a plan that would 
please even myself, and it seems wrong to repre- 
hend a measure without offering something in lieu 
of it. A Scylla and Charyddis lies in our path, and 
wiser heads and greater experience than I have, 
must guideus through. The public safety appears 
equally interested in a curtailment of the issue of 
bank paper, as in a reasonable circulation of it. Jt 
is SO Interwoven with every man’s business, that 
we cannot dispense with it; yet there is too much 
of it. To reform without destroying is one of the 
most difficult and serious matters, in my opinion, 
that has ever presented itself to the American 
statesman. Specie payments should and must be 
resumed—but when and how? 

Many of the banks have certainly began their 
preparations for specie payments “‘at the wrong end.” 
Such as hold public stocks ought long since to 
have sold-:them (which they might have dune to 
ereat profit) instead of drawing in their discounts 
or refusing the usual facilities to those who wan 
them worse now than at any former period. But 


the directors have been over-covetous of dividends 
--thcy wished +o make an mterest on the capital 


(the stock being so considered) as well as on the 
discounts they effected upon it; and some banks 
lave divided (or hold in reserve) from 10 to as high 
15 per cent. for the last year. This is unreasonable 
and ought not to be permitted. They should 
have commenced the very important business of 
drawing in their paper by disposing of their stock, 
instead of suddenly and extensively curtailing their . 
discounts. ‘ihey have great cause to thank the 
people for the long forbearance extended to them 
in not enforcing specie payments, and may safely 
rely on the same good dispositions for whatever 
they can reasonably require, so far as our citizens 
are able to meet their necessities. But they ought to 
recollect that any man has just as good a rigit to 
insist that they shall take a new note for an old one 
as they themselves have; and that if individuals 
be oppressed without caitse, or in an unreasonable 
manner, they should and will resist and retaliate 
it. If the solid banks, and there are many such, 
were to come to a common understanding to dis- 
pose of their stock as rapidly as the procedure can 
be carried on without depreciating it, and at the 
same time moderately draw in their accommoda- 
tions, it is thought they might, with considerable 
promptitude, pay each other and individuals in 
general, the debts which they owe, in a satisfactory 
manner. But the bill before congress seems to have 
but little of moderation init; and, to its own pro- 
per evils, will be superadded the momentary stag- 
nation that will be brought about by the national 
bank, which is now a law, having been signed by 
the president. 

On the policy of the banks disposing of their 
stock, Mr. Carey, of Philadelphia, has addressed 
some very nervous and excellent letters to the di- 
rectors ef such institutions in that city, which I hope 
may have the desired effect. They ought to be at- 
tentively read and considered by all immediately 
interested in establishments so situated. The pres- 
sure will be most severely felt in the middle states; 
—those to the eastward nominally pay specie for 
their bills—I say nominally, because they have but 
very few bills in circulation, the exchange in their 
favor having drawn to them the great body of trea- 
sury notes, with which they satisfy the clamms of the 
United States for duties and taxes—but when these 
notes are exhausted, what will they do? They will be 
quite as bad offas we shall be, if Mr. Calhoun’s bill 
is passed. The southern states will be the least 
affected by the measure on account of the demand 
for their staple commodities; and they owe but 
little, comparatively, for goods imported or duties 
upon them. 

The subject is too important tobe satisfied by a 
running article like the preceding, and I feel incom- 
petent to that full exposition of it which its im- 
portance deserves; but these hasty remarks may have 
some tendency to put others to thinking who have 
greater power to investigate and influence to con- 
trol, causes and effects. 
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Agriculture, Commerce & Manufactures. 

From tie Democratic Press.—These three are the 
main springs of the public wealth, and the antidotes 
to the vices that arise from idleness: And the 
greatest of these three is Agriculture. She indeed 
is the teemiig mother of commerce and manufac- 
tures. 

Foreign trade procures various and beneficial 
markets for the vast surplus of our agricultural 
productions, and for the increasing surplus of our 








mantfactured goods. Commerce also furnishes us 
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with abundant and cheap supplies of foreign goods. 
The greatest year of exports has not quite risen to 
fifty millions of American productions and manu- 
factures. Foreign goods have been exported, ina 
single year, to the amount of sixty millions of dol- 
lars. This cannot be exported again, in any time 
of peace: perhaps never more, even in war. 

Our exports, then, cannot amount to 110 millions 
ef dollars, in the current year. It is now however 
a tvell examined and well supported fact, that for a 
number of years of war and peace our manufactures 
have exceeded in value the whole amount of our, 
exports of foreign and domestic produce ahd manu- 
fuctures. They will probably be in the year 1816, 
more than double the value of all our exports in 
this year. Since our manufactures exceeded one 
hundred and seventy two millions of dollars (*) in 
1810, a year of peace, and were computed at 
206,000,000 dollars in 1813, we cannot doubt that 
they will be doudle the value of all our ex- 
ports, which will not in this year probably exceed 
$60,000,000 or 70,000,000 dollars. 

— Manufactures then, as well as.agriculture and 
dommerce, merits the prudent and candid investiga- 
tion and consideration of the federal legislature. 
Their subserviency to the public defence, their 
employment of women, children, machinery, cxttle, 
fire, fuel, steam, water, and even wind, instead of 
our ploughmen and male laborers, is a very material 
fact. Manufacturing business employs all the for- 
mer instead of Jaboring men, while the mechanical 
branches of business take many strong working men 
from agriculture. Yet no one doubts, that the 
house and ship carpenters, bricklayers, masons, 
millwrights and other mechanics, are an invaluable 
and necessary body of citizens, without whom We 
could not prosper. Above 81,000 looms in North 
Carolina and Virginia in the year 1810 (7) proves 
that the southern, as well as the middle and north- 
ern states partake largely and steadily in manu- 
factures., The manufacture of liquors (7) was 
worth in the same year sixteen millions and one 
half of dollars, and consuming more grain than we 
export is the principal cause that we support such 
generous prices fur grain and flour. Our manufie- 
tures of leather are undoubtedly worth 25 miilion 


of dollars per annum, and those of iron 20,000,000. | 
Our home-made goods, computed by the yard; were} 


estimated at nearly 42 millions of dollars, in the short 
estimate of 1810, befure the effect of the war, and 
at the old duties of 1800 to 1810. 

Such facts will doubtless receive due estimation. 


The Home Market. 


‘Bhe followng very interesting 
cultivation of the Vinx, is from 
sound patriot and elegant scholar, Mr. Girardin, 
one of the editors of the “Aichmond Compiler,” 
in whieh it originally appeared. 

THE VINE. 








article on the 


+ 
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subject, we beg leave to call the attention of po- 
litical economists to a branch of agriculture, which 
has, indeed, already been attempted in the United 
States, but on too smali a scale to produce advan: 
tages of any extent or mnportaiice. We allule to 
the culture of the Vine. 

That the climate and soil of certain parts of the 
union, and, in particular, the climate and soil of 
Virginia, are happily adapted to that species of 
culture, many circumstances establish beyond 
doubt. Without speaking of other essays of the 
kind, we will remind our readers of what we Jaid 
before thém a few months since, in regard to the 
Swiss vignerons at New Vevay, on the banks of the 
Ohio. Many persons in Virginia are in the habit 
of gathering, in the proper season, the grapes of 
the wild vines which spontaneously grow in our 
vast forests, and make out of those grapes delight. 
ful wine. A gentlemati of high respectability in 
our state, has told us, that a friend of his, who re- 
sides also in Virginia, somewhere near the south- 
ern banks of the Potomac, once sent him a present 
of a few dozen bottles of a wine, made by himself, 
out of the spontaneous produce of the vines on 
his own estate, That wine resembled the Burgun- 
dy in taste and quality. The gentleman in question 
is an excellent judge of wines, having travelled 
through Europe, and resided several years in Ps- 
iris. Not willing, however, to rely on his own dis- 
cernment only, he caused six bottles of that wine 
and as many bottles of real Burgundy, to be s< rvs 
ed up at his table, in the city of Washington 
where he then chiefly lived, to a company consist- 
ing mostly of Kuropean gentlemen, of diplomatic 
rank, and all of them excellent soutrmets. The 
whole was announced as two varieties of Bargune 
dy wine—and the opinion of the company request- 
ed, as to the quality, &c. of €ach. The preference 
Was unanimously given to the American wine. We 
might cite a few other cases nearly parallel. All 
\this clearly evinces the praciicability of extensive- 
ily and advantageousiy introducing, in Virginia, the 
jculrure of the vine. If native grapes, recciving no 
aitention, no aid, no improvement from the hand of 
industry and skill, can viel@ such resulis—what 
may rot be expecied from the fruit of choice vines 
planted and culuvaied, under the superintendance 
of able and persevering vignerons? We invite the 
attention of our capitalists to this important object. 
Tf, as every thingy seems to prognosticate, a stag. 
Nation of foreign commerce be inevitabie, why not 
venture on this new branch of enterprize and im | 
|provement? The state where the culture of the vine 
‘will first be in roduced,; must obtain over the other 
states incalculable advantages. Fora few years 
afer the vine begins to produce, the grapes are not, 











landeed, perfect—brt Pare extremely weefal £ 
he pen of that! pated. it they are extremely useful for 


iue f.brication of brandies. Soon a sufficicnt quan- 
ly of wine could be raised, not only for home con- 
s inption, but ior exportation to other paris of Ame 
rica. Hencs, not oniy our dependence on forcien 





We concluded, im yesterday’s Compiler, the re-| 
‘publication of an able and most valuable essay, fom) 
te pen of Mr. Niles, editor of the Weekly Rezis.| 
ter, on the necessi‘y of a wome-markert, and the) 
means of creating such a market. Among other} 
promising measures, Mr. Niles very judiciously re-| 
commends a greater activity and extension of agri+| 
cultural pursuits. In relation to this part of the| 





*See Coxe’s statement, page 38, part 3. 
rSee Coxc’s statement, page 6, part 5, and pare 
| >t ’ aS 
22, part 39. 





markets would be tessened, and the balance of 
trade be made to incime im our firor, but the more 
general use of wine substituted, for that of spiri- 
tuous Liquors, the pernictous effects of which ave ” 
well known. The comparatively temperate habits 
of the peaple, whose constant beverage is wihe, 
> . > ‘ ? ; rt a, ay . 
have struck all observing travellers = Movality, 
then, Would also gain by the introduction of tii 


new branch of agricultural indusiry. Wedo net 


| despair of shortly se eing the enterprize of our capé- 
|talists take that direction. 
like to embark alone in such essays, companies nay 


lf individuals do not 


be easily formed for the purpose. 
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During the last session of assembly, when im- 
provement was the word, anda laudable spirit ant 
mated every breast, a French gentleman of our ac- 
quaintance, well versed both in the theory and the 
practice of whatever relates to the culture of the 
vine, and to the fabrication of wine, and wine bran- 
dies, had drawn up a memorial to the legislature of} 
Virginia, on this very subject. “The lateness of the 
hour, and the multiplicity of important objects call- 
ing for the attention of the fathers of the state, de- 
terred him from presenting it. Weare truly sorry 


that he didnot. As we are fully aware of the ad- 


Sage a competent professional engineer to examiiie 
minutely the whole of the ground, and decide on thé 
most expedient route. Experience in similar opera- 
tions in Europe has shown, that an error in regard to 
this may cause the useless expenditure of vast sums 
of money. 

_ The surveys and levels which the commissioners 
have caused to be taken, will have anticipated what 
an engineer would direct as indispensable prepa- 
ratory work, and will put information into his hands 
which will enable him at once to take such a view 
of the field of operation as to save much time and 
expense. 


vantages of the plan which he proposed, and deep-| 
jy convinced of its practicability, it would have af- 
jurded tis infinite satisfuetion to see the benefici.l 
views of that gentleman realized, under the aus- 
pices of a legislainre, whose w_sdom and liberality 
will long live ia the remembrance of Virgimians. 


The Lakes with the Ocean! 
"The most subiime and magnificent object of its kind 


that ever presented iiself to an enlightened states- 
man, is that of uniting our great inland seas with 


Ss 





Ss 


the Atlantic, by means of 2 grand canal from lake 
Erie to the waters of the L&dson. We are no’ 


sufficiently conversant with the facts: that belong 
io this giant scheme to judge its practicabisity, 
or appreciate the means that may be afforded to 
cficct.it; but from what we have seen and heard 
we cannot but besieve there is a prospect of com. 
plete success if the work be commenced on pro- 
per principles, after that careful examination 
which its vast magnitude requires ‘There seems 


t 
t 


These preparatory operations your commission- 


ers therefore consider as essential to economy, 


ince they will, with but little time employed m 


traversing the ground by the person to whom the 
Work will be entrusted, enable him to fix on the 
precise route, on which the best judgment with the 
— information would finally determine, with less 
( 
business an entire stranger to the facilities or diffi- 
culties which the country presents. To select a 


anger of error than if he were left to enter on his 


witable person to perform this most important part 


of the work will require the utmost caution and 
deliberation. 


The same causes which suspended the duties of 
he commissioners have been the principal obstacles 
0 the selection and employment of a capable engi- 


neer. There are few persons of this description in 
Europe, and there is every inducement for prefer- 
ring our own countrymen, if the requisite and sci- 
entific aml practical know ledge can be found. 


From the number and respectability of the appli- 


a disposition in some 10 suppose that political 
views, as well as private considerations of inter- 
est, may have led others to the support they have 
given the project—perhaps, it is impossible that 
the latter, at least, should not have its influence 
in a matter of so great moment; bui we think that 


cations now before the legislature, in favor of an 
immediate commencement and vigorous prosecution 
of this great national work, it is evident that the 
immense advantages which would result from its 
completion are duly appreciated by our fellow citi- 
zens; and it now only remains fur the legislature to 
sanction, by their approval, an undertaking which 





<lispassionate gentlemen, really regarding the 
prosperity of their country, and seriously looking 
at the union of the lakes with the Atlantic as one 
uf the grandest objects to promote it that ever 
entered the heart of man; ought to ascend far 
above these little things, and investigate only the 
prospect of accomplishing the work, and its 
importance when finished The following docu- 
ments are intcresting and entitied to a place ia the 


t 


s 


REGISTER. 
CUMMISSIONERS? REPORT OV 
‘Che following report was made to tie legislature 
of the state of New-York on ibe oth uit. 
ASS&MBLY, Friday, March 8. 
€o the honorable the senate and assembly of the state 
ef New-York. 

The commissioners appointed in and by an act to 
provide for the improvement of the internal: na- 
vigation, beg leave to REPORT: 

That, during the late war, it was impracticable to 
carry on any further operations to forward the ob- 
ects of their zppoimtinent, by pursuing the surveys 
‘pnd levels heretofore commenced, with a view to 
asceriain the must desivabie route for tlie proposed 
canal from lake Krie to the tide waters of the Hud- 
son river. Referring, therefore, to their former re- 
parts respecting the practicability of effecting this 
iinpertant ebject, they will briefiy add, that their 
opinions have been confirmed by reflection and ad- 
ditional enquiries on the subject: and particularly 
so tar as respects the cost, they are satisfied chat it 
wil! not exceed the calculation they have already 
li now remains ior the legislature to 
is to enable the commissioners to en- 


CANATGS: 
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combines in one object the honor, interest and poli- 


ical eminence of the state. 
_Inatime of peace like the present the commis-~ 
1oners have the most undoubted assurance that 
on the credit of the state can be obtain- 
a million of. dollars, with which to com- 
the work, and for as much more thereafter 
‘be required ata rate of interest at, or un- 
Perhaps, however, better means 
zy be devised. And they beg leave to remind the 
egislature that the lands already offered to them 


by private individuals, near whose property the ea- 
nal wil pass, are very valuable, and that further 


imilar donations may be reasonably expected. If 


it should be judged expedient to make the part 
of the canai first which is best calculated to yield » 
an immediate and most profitabie return for the 


xpense, the commissioners are of opinion that the 
oute from Rome to the Seneca river, will be the 


inost cligible, and would moreover have the most 
il 
ing down the Oswego river to lake Ontario and 
Montreal; to permit which would be improvident- 
I 

mercial advantages which ages may not enable us 


nmediate tendency to divert the trade from pass- 


v to abandon to a foreign and rival nation, com- 


oreclaim. The difficulty of diverting the fixed 


currents of trade is obvious and well known; and 
the importance of the policy of directing that of the 
western section of the state to the Hudson is equal- 
ly evident: and the commissioners conceive that 


he present moment, While this section of the state 


is yet comparatively in its infancy, is most favora- 
ble for forming and establishing sueh conucctions 
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*®etween the lakes and our Atlantic waters, as will 
effectually disappoint the views of our rivals, and 
promote the honor and advantage of the state. 
- While the commissioners cannot express, interms 
sufficiently emphatic, their ideas of the ircalcula- 
ble benefits which will arise frem a canal naviga- 
tion between the great western lakes and the tide 
waters of the Hudson, they fully appreciate the ad- 
vantages of connecting the waters of the Cham- 
plain and the Hudson. + 
_And they most respectfully represent to the le- 
gisture, the expediency of adopting such prelimi- 
mary measures as may be necessary for the accom- 
plishment of this important object. 
. All which is respectfully submitted. 
S. VAN RENSSELLZER. 
DE WITT CLINTON. 
SIMEON DE WITT. 
W. NORTH. 
THOMAS EDDY. 
PETER B. PORTER. 
CHARLES D. COOPER. 
March, 1816. 
IN ASSEMBLY—March 21. 
Report of the joint committee on the subject of the: 
great canal. 

The joint committee on that part of his excellen- 
cy the governor’s speech, which relates to canals 
and roads, report: 

That they have taken into consideration the nu- 
merous petitions and memorials, from the cities and 
counties, villages and iowns, in this state which 
evince on the part of the petitioners and memori- 
alists, (amounting to several thousands in number) 
great anxiety, that the improvement of the internal 
navigation of the state, should engage the early at- 
tention of the legislature; and that vigorous mea- 
sures should be adopted for its early completion. 

The committee have investigated the subject with 


the improvement is entirely practicable, and onght 
to claim the early attention ofthe government or its 
agents. 

The means now at the disposal of the legislature, 
and which the committee propose to appropriate for 
those objects, are sufficient to commence, and suc- 
cessfully prosecute, for several years, those im- 
portant improvements; and they entertain a fill and 
perfect conviction, that the wisdom and patriotism 
of future legislatures will foster and cherish the 
undertaking, and furnish such additional sources 
of revenue as may be sufficient to complete the 
sail works. These sources of revenue, as the bene- 
fits to result from the navigation gradually unfold 
themselves, will be found, in the opinion of the 
committee, in the increased value of the real estate 
within the great comimercial cities, the towns and 
villages, and generally, that part of the country in 
the vicinity of which the said canals shall pass.— 
The proportions in which each section of the coun- 
try ought to contribute, to the completion of the 
objects submitted to the consideration of your com- 
mittee, depend on varieus considerations which 
cannot, at this period, be so distinctly perceived 
as to enable the committee to do equal justice to 
each part, but which, they persuade themselves, 
will, in time, be disclosed so fully to the commis- 
sioners to be appointed to superintend and com- 
piete the works, as to enable, on their recommen- 
dation, future legislaturcs to raise the requisite 
iadditional funds, on principles of strict justice and 
impartiality. 

The revenue proposed now to be appropriated, 
consists of duties on salt to be manufactured within 
the western district of this state—a tax of two mills 
on the dollar on bank stock, in lien of having the 
same assessed as thé personal property of indivi- 
duals—a certain sum out of the proceeds of auc- 
tion duties within this state—a moderate tax on 








patience, care and attention; and have examined the! 
plans and surveys of the route, from the Hudson| 
river to lake Erie, which were made under the di-| 
rection of the commissioners heretofore appointed! 
for that purpose; they have had the benefit of ex-! 
planations, from gentlemen of professional skill and| 
ability, who performed the surveys; from all which 
they do not hesitate to expresss a decided opinion, 
not only, that the navigation by canals and locks 
can be improved and completed, between the Hud- 
son and lake Erie; but thai the expense will be so 
moderate, as that funds can be provided, without 
Imposing severe or unreasonable burthens on the 
community. The beneficial results to arise from the 
completion of this navigation, can scarcely be cal- 
culated by the most sanguine of its advocates; a 
country, capable of sustaining as dense a population 


official seals, and those issuing from the courts of 
records within this state—a tax on steam-boat pas- 
sengers, to be levied with the consent of the pro- 
prictors—the proceeds to arise fromthe sale of 
tracts of land in the western parts of this state— 
certain sums to be raised by lotteries—and the 
proceeds of moderate and reasonable tolls, as the 
work progresses—all which to be pledged and ap- 
propriated for the final redemption and extinguish- 
ment of the principal and interest of money to be 
borrowed on the credit thereof. 

The committee regret that they have not been 
able to procure the reports heretofore prepared by 
the surveyors, and returned by them to the com- 
missioners heretofore appointed, as they are in- 
formed they would have aflorded your committee 





as any section of the globe, embracing many mil-' 
lions of acres, will pour its productions and its! 
wealth, into the heart of our commercial emporium; | 
diffusing blessings of every description, to every 
part of this great and important state; connecting 
ihe interest of this, and the states in the north- 
western section of the union, so intimately as to! 
promise permanence and stability, to that system of | 
government established by us; andon which all 
must rely, for the political prosperity and happiness 
of the United States. 

The committee view the improvement of the na- 
vigation between the tide waters of the Hudson 
and lake Champlain, as an object of great public 
importance; and although they have not been able 
to collect any information, on which they can rely 
with perfect confidence, as to the amount of ex- 
pense to be incurred, yet they are persuaded, that 


} 








and the legislature, better means of forming a 
correct opinicn of this important subj¢ct, than 
those presented. They, however, beg leave to 
present statements made by the gentlemen thus 
employed, which sufficiently support those made 
to, and opinions formed by, the coir,nittee, from 
which it is rendered probable, that the expense of 
compieting the said navigation, for nearly two-thirds 
the whole distance from the Hudson to like Evie, 
will not exceed two and a half millions of dollars; 
rendering it highly probable that, as no greater ob- 
structions exist, in any other part of the route res. 
pecting which no estimates have been furnished, 
than those of which a distinct vicw is presented— 
the whole expense will not, for completing the 
whole navigation on both routes, exceed six mil- 
lions of dollars. They have prepared a bill, which 
they have directed theip chairman to ask leave tq 
present. 
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REVENUE FOR THE GRAND CANAL. 
From the Albany Argus. 

The bill introduced into the house of assembly’ 
fr improving the internal navigation of this state’ 
proposes the foilowing subjects and branches of 
Tevenue, to be appropriated exclusively to this ob- 

ect. 

4. ‘The dutics on salt manufactured in the western 
district, the duty on the Onondaga salt to be 
increased from three to ten cents, and of other 
manufactories to seven cents. This, according 
to the present quantity manufactured, would pro- 
mee an annual revenue of about 25 to 30,000 dol- 

ars. 

. One hundred thousand dollars of the proceeds 
of the duties arising from sales at auction. 

-. ‘Two mills on the dollar upon the capital of all 
bank stock actually paid in. 

4. Tux apon official seale—One dollar on each 
mayoralty, probate, surrogate or notorial seal 
placed to an official paper—fifty cents for each 
seal issued from the offices of the clerks of the 
supreme court; and twenty five cents for each 
and every seal issued from the several offices of 
the courts of common pieas. 

5. Lax upon steam bout passengerse—fourteen per 
cent. upon the present rate of fare. 

6. Fifty thousand dollars to be raised annually by 
lotieries. cant 

7. Lux upon public officers, viz. secretary of state, 
aitorney-general, and sheriff and recorder of New 
York, each 100 doilars; the sheriffs and clerks of 
the first grade of counties, each 80 dollars; of 
the secena grade, 6U dol.ars each; of the third 
grade, 50 doltars; of ali other counties 10 dolls. 
each; the surrogates 25 per cent. of the amount 
directed to be paid by the sheriffs and clerks of 
the same courrties; the register, clerk of the city 
and c erk of the oyer and terminer in New-York, 
75 doilars each; disirict attornics 7 per cent. per 
annum, 

8. The bill also appropriates and pledges to this 
object, the state lands at Oswego, Lewiston, Biuck 
Rock, Oneida,Casileton, the islands in the Niagara 
and St. Lawrence rivers belonging to the state, 
the Stedinan farm, and all lamds which may be 
purchased from the Indian tribes “ithin the state. 








Freedom of the Press! 


FROM COBBETT’S RBGISTER, oF avevsP 5, 1815. 
fo admiral sir A. Cochtan, admiral Cockburn, co- 
lonel Maicom, sir Thomas Cochrane, of the Sur- 
prize frigate, Mr. Swamson, Mr. J. Gallon, Mr. 
J. Miler, Mr. J. R. Glover, capiain Napier, of 
the Euryalus frigate, captain Coe, captain Hardy, 
commodore Gordon, the naval commander at 
Halifax, and many others. 
Botley, near “puthampion, 30th July, 1815. 
GENTLEMEN,—I see m1 Mr. Niles’ Baltimore Weekly 
Register, of the &th of April last, and in twenty 
sore American papers of about the same date, co- 
nies Of INTERCEPTED LETVERS, said to 
weed been found on board the English ship of war, 
St. Juurence, taken by the American privateer, 
Chasseur, captain Borie, And also certain specific 
asseruuns aa the Hoston Patriot of the 29th of 
March. L would pubésh these letters, &c. in order 
that you may see the necessity of saying sometiing 
aboui tuem. But, to pudush might not be safe. | 
woifid. send the American papers to you. But, ac- 
go: ding to our law, that would be to publish. I would 
siate the substance, or, at least, the tendency of the 


more dangerous. Therefore, English eyes will never 
see them; or, at least, the eves of the English public... 
But, the millions in America have read ‘them; and, 
therefore, I wish to see them answeréd, or rather 
denied. You will easily obtain them. They are, I dare 
Say, in the coffee-houses about the ’Change in Lon- 
don. Indeed, they appear to have been published 
before you left America. Now, gentlemen, if you 
wish to publish a denial of these letters; if you wish 
to assure the American people, that these letters 
are not authentic, and that the assertions, thirty- 
three in number, or any of them, are false, 7 am 
ready to publish your denial. I offer you the prompt 
means of circulating the denial as widely as the let- 
ters and assertions have been circulated. I will just 
observe here, that the English government set the 
example of this species of warfare by publishing 
the iniercepted correspondence of the French army 
in Egypt. The present publication has been made 
with the consent, I suppose, of the owners, or com- 
mander, of an American privateer. Whether you 
accept of my offer, or not, you will be so good as te 
bear in mind, that I have made it. 
WM. COBBETT. 

P. S. I will show these letters and assertions te 

none of you. That is publishing. 








Maryland Statistics. 


Letter from the secretary of the treasury, transmting 
in obedience to a resolution of the house of represen- 
tatives, of the 5th instant, an ubstract of the vulua- 
tion of lands, slaves and dwelling houses, in each 
county of the state of Maryland, the quota of each 
county of the direct tax, as imposed by the act of the 
2d August, 1813; the names of the principal asses- 
sors for the year 1815; and a statement of the valu- 
ation of lands, lots, dwelling houses and slaves, as 
revised and settled by the board of principal assessors. 


Treasury Department, .Varch 16, 1816. 


Srm—In obedience to the resolution of the house 
of representatives of the 5th instant, I have the ho- 
nor to transmit he following statements, viz: 

1. An abstract of the valuation of lands, dwelling 
houses and slaves, within each county of the state of 
Maryl.nd, as made under the act of congress of the 
22d of July, 1813, showing also the quota of each 
county of the direct tax, as imposed by the act of 
the 2d of August, 1815, and the rate necessary for 
raising the same. 

2. A statement of the names of the principal as. 
sessors for the several collection districts within the 
state of Maryland. 

3. A statement of the valuations of lands, dwel- 
ling houses and slaves, within the several state dis- 
tricts of the state of Maryland, as revised and set- 
tled by the board of principal assessors; and the 
amount of the quota of each, of the direct tax im- 
posed by the act of the 9th of January, 1815. 

The transactions of the board of principal asses- 
sors for the state of Maryland, except so fur as they 
are exhibited in the last of the above statements, 
have not keen reported to this department; and ex- 
cept so far as that statement exhibits them, the 
means do not exist at the treasury for stating the 
principles on which the board of principal assessors 
proceeded, in performing the duties assigned to 
them, by the act of the 9th of January, 1815. 

i have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your 


most obedient servant, 
A. J. DALLAS: 


The honorable the speaker 





Teuers and asseruys. But, that would be sti 


of the howes of representative 
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of every person who seemed likely to have any 
knowledge of the fact; but, in the exemination of 
some of the clerks in the general post-office, variow:s 
suggestions were made of imp*oper transactions in 
the department, other than those to which their 
attention had been drawn by the post master-gene- 
ral. The investigation has, therefore, assumed a 
very extensive scope, and has consequently occu- 
pied more time than could have been anticipated 
at its commencement. This delay has also been 
increased by circumstances arising out of the na- 
ture of the enquiry: as no person appeared to make 


tively exuinined the books of the Union Bank cons 


taining the accounts with the general post-office, 
as well as the private accotints of Abraham Brac- 
ley, jr. and Phineas Bradley, with that bank, and 
have satisfactorily ascertained, that no credits have 
been given to them or any other person in the gene- 
ral post-office, for premium on drafts or checks; 
they have also ascertained, that the premiums for 
post-office drafts and checks sold by the bank, 
have been entered in the profit and loss account 
thereof. It therefore conclusively follows that these 
premiums have accrued to the bank, and to none 


any specific charges, the committee had no alterna-jother, 


tive but to abandon their undertaking, or listen to 
rumors and the hearsays of some of the witnesses, 


_ 2. It appears that a draft in favor of Elisha Riggs, 
is charged in the cash book of the general post-of- 


and send for other witnesses to prove the facts;—|fice, as sold to the Union Bank, the words U’nion 


they made’ choice of the latter course, and have 
examined every person who was either suggested 
to them or appeared as likely to possess any infor- 
mation on the subjects of their enquiry. 

The charges rising out of the suggestions of the 
witnesses, and which, from the various communica- 


Bank, being apparently written on an erasure. But 
from an examination of the books of the Union 
Bank, the committee ascertained that the general 
post-office had credit for this draft thereon, (see 
also the testimony of Elisha Riggs) and therefore, 
the draft having been actually sold to, and negoci- 


tions they made to the committee, it appeared to]ated by the Union Bank, and not Elisha Riggs, they 
be the desire of some of them most especially to}do not perceive any impropriety in the entry, and 


establish, are as follows, viz: 


still less have they been able to discover any im- 


! » > 74] hd , a ” 1 iad eS a si ’ . 7 x r ] ‘ oe ’ ; 

. sic ‘ ict sleUiliv \ 2 x i aa rs 

Ist. That certain persons in thegeneral post-office, | proper purpose to be effected by the alterations 01 
and particularly Abraham Bradley, junior, assistant|the cash book. . 


post-master-general, had sold post-office drafts and 


3. It appears to have been the practice of the as- 


checks, and applied the premium to their private}sistant post-master-general, A. Bradley, jr. to open 


use. 


book of the general post-office, and an erroneous 
entry found thereon. . 


an account with certain individuals, partly of a pub- 
2d. That an erasure had been made in the cash-jlic and partly of a private nature; there were cases 
in which members of congress have, by means of 
the agency of Abraham Bradley, jr. transferred 


3d. That private aecounts were improperly kept{funds from one part of the United States to another 


with individuals, on the books of the post-oflice. 


part, or have received money for some of their con- 


4th. That Phineas Bradley had been concerned|stituents, who were contractors for carrying the 
in a coiitraet for carrying the mail, that was impro-/mail; by which their names became entered on the 


perly obtained. 


books: no advantages accrued to any person by 


Sth. That P. Bradley had received corrupting |the transaction other than that of the accommoda- 


resents from mail contractors. 


tion in transferring an inconsicerable fund from one 


6th. That P. Bracley and Abraham Bradley, jr.|/place to another. It may be observed that the post- 
had made use of post-office money, in purchasing joffice offered peculiar facilities in this particular, 
depreciated bank notes, for which they received ajand has frequently been resorted to by members of 
remium, and applied it to their private use. ' Icongress and others for this purpose, but their 
7th. That bank notes which were better than the names do not appéar in an open account on the 
paper of the district of Columbia, and a treasury|books, except when the drafts exchanged did not 
note, had been returned to post-masters, by order}exactly balance at the time of exchange. 


of Abraham Bradley, jr. 


The only account of this nature which is ascer- 


8th. That the Washington and Union Banks and]tained to remain open on the books, was made in 
certain individuals had profited by the sale of. post-| December, 1800, where there is a balance in favor of 


office drafis. 


the general post-office of 320 dollars, due from gen. 


9th. That a contract for carrying the mail from]H. Lee, of Virginia. 


Washington to Fredericksburg had been supersed- 
-ed by order of the post-master general, before itjt 


4. It appears that Phineas Bradley, a clerk in 
he general post-office, has been concerned in car- 


expired, and about double the amount given forj|rying the mail, and that he owned somewhat more 


the same service. t 


An examination of the subjoined testimony and/ried the mail from Baltimore to Georgetown and_ 


han one eighteenth of a line of stages which car- 


documents, wiil enable the house to determine, how | Alexandria for 2800 dollars a year. Whatever may 


far the charges, or either of them, have been sus- 


be the opinion of the committee as to the strict 


tained. The committee have, however, no hesita-|propriety of the mode in which a compromise was 
tion in expressing their opinion on them severally.|effected in this case between rival contractors, (see 

1. With respect to the first charge, in relation to|the testimony of John Davis) it is but proper to add 
Abraham Bradley, jr. there is no evidence what-|that Mr. Bradley had no legal agency in influenc- 
ever, to induce a suspicion, that he has sold post-|ing the decision upon the eontract; nor could he 
office drafis or checks for a premium, nor does it}have had any other agency in it, unless a corrupt 
appear that any, other person in the general post-/disposition is presumed on the part of the then 
office has sold post-office drafts or checks for a:pre-|post-master-general, who was consulted before the 


mium, other than drafts obtained for their own sa-{c 


ontract took effect as to the propriety of his being 


laries, except in the case of H. H. Edwards, whojconcerned in it: but there is no circumstance in the 


bought a post-office draft on Boston, for district of|c 
Columbia paper, and disposed of it by an agent in 


ase to authorize such a presumption. 
5. There is no evidence which, in the opinion 


New-York (as “he presumes”’) for a premium. of the committee, can justify the imputatioys in 
Ihe committee have not relied upon negative jthis charge. See iestimony of J. Eddington. 





téstimony to disprove this charge; but have atten- 


6. It appears that bunk uores toa small amount 
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have been sold by Abraham Bradley, jr. and P.Brad- 
ley, previous to the general depreciation of _ 
paper, for which they received a premium. sit 
evidence does not prove that they made use of 

ublic money for this purpose; butso far as a fact 
ofthis kind could be ascertained from circumstances, 
it proves the transaction to have been a privaie one, 

7. It appears that a treasury note of one hun- 
dred dollars, and bank notes to a small amount, 
which were supposed to be better than the money 
of the district of Columbia, have been returned to 
post-masters; this transaction, so far as 1t regards 
the bank notes returned, is in conformity with an 
order of the post-master-general to his deputies, 
annexed to letter No.2. The only reason alleged 
for returning the treasury note is, that it might 
have been purchased at a discount by the post-mas- 
ter who remitted it. 

8. The committee have ascertained that drafis 
tothe amount of $121,348 40 have been disposed 
of to the Union Bank; and to the amount of $4,000 
to the Washington Bank, and to the amount of 
$15,348 25 to individuals who were not public cre- 
ditors since the Ist of Oct. 1814, the commence- 
ment of the general depreciation of bank paper.— 
Those drafts appear to have been exchanged at 
par, and, except in a few cases, for the paper of 
the district of Columbia. It is evident, from the 
rate of exchange during this period, between the 
district of Columbia and most of the places upon 
which these drafis were drawn, that the purchus- 
ers must have derived an advantage, other than 
that of a mere transfer of their funds. It has not 
been in the power of the committee to ascertain 
the value of these drafts in the paper of the dis- 
trict of Columbia, having no means of determining, 
at the several dates, the respective rates of ex- 
change; nor did this «ppear to them very material, 
as the amount of ‘profit which accrued to the 
purchasers could have but little influence upon the 
principle which must determine the propriety of 
the measure. With respect to the banks, it is stat- 
ed that a small proportion of these drafts were 
sold for premiums, some having been exchanged for 
specie, and others used for the payment of debts 
due to other banks. 

It cannot however be of any importance (if the 
drafts were essentially more valuable than the dis- 
trict of Columbia paper) whether they were em- 
ployed in the payment of debts, sold for specie or 
for bank notes of this district, with a premium for 
the difference of value; the principle is the same in 
either case, and whatever may be the amount of ad- 
vantage to the individuals or the banks in this trans- 
action, resulting from the difference of exchange, 
the same will be the amount of disadvantage to 
the government. It does not however appear that 
any change has taken place in the practice of the 
general post-office department, in this respect, for 
a series of years; and as the operation complained 
oi, is evidently the effect of an existing arrange- 
ment under a change of the circumstances of the 
circulating medium, it is not to be presumed that 
the practice has arisen out of a design to promote 
private interest, or to prejudice the interests of 
the government. The commiitee are, however, de- 
cidedly of opinion, that the advantage arising from 
the difference of exchange, as to all the monies 
that are due to the treasury, ought to accrue ex- 
Clusively to the government; but as the post-mas- 
ter-general Las expressed a willingness to pay over 
these balances in any way that may best accommo- 


9. The facts, stated in this charge are admitted 
to be correct, and the letter of the post-master 
general (No. 19) contains a satisfactory explanation 
of the reasons for altering the terms of the contract 
in question; whether too much was eventually giv- 
en for the service, under the changes required bv 
the post-master-general, is a subject not in the 
power of the committee to decide; nor would ther 
be justified in presuming any misconduct in a trans- 
action that appears to have been so fairly conducted. 

The committee subjoin to the report the sub- 
stance of all the testimony which appeared to them 
in any degree material to the enquiry, also sundry 
communications made in writing, and beg leave to 
offer the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to in- 
vestigate the conduct of the generai post-office de- 
partment, be discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the subject referred to them. 

{ Accompanying this report, is an abstract of the 
evidence given before the committee, and some 
written statements made in answer to its queries, 
not necessary to publish at present. ] 





———, 
——_ - 2 


National Currency, &c. 
Letter from the secretary of the treasury to the 
chairman of the commitice on the national cur- 
rency, in reply to inquiries by said committee as 
to the practicability and expediency of collectins 
the dues of government in gold, silver and cop. 
per coin, treasury notes, and the notes of such 
banks as pay specie for their bills. 

Treasury Department, 19th March, 1816. 
Sir—lI have the honor to acknowledge the receip! 
of your letter dated the 15th instant, making the 
foliowing inquiries, on behalf of the committee on 
the national currency: , 

Ist, “Is it practicable or expedient, at present, to 
coilect the dues of government in gold, silver and 
copper coins, treasury notes, and the notes of sic’: 
bauks as pay specie for their bills?” 

2d, “if this be not practicable or cxpedient, at pre- 
sent, when ought an act directing the dues of 
government to be so paid, to go into effect, and 
what ought to be the provisions of such an act?” 
3d, “Would it be expedient, after the Ist of No- 
vember next, or at any other time, to increase the 
duties on stamps on the notes of such banks as do 
not pay in specie?”? 

4th, “Are there any other measures ihat it would 

be expedient to resort to for that purpose ?”” 


your letter will afford the best foundation for spe- 
cific answers to the questions which have been pre- 
posed, I pray the indulgence of the committee in 
the adoption of that course. 

When the banks, during the summer of 1814, 
suspended the payment of their notes in coin, the 
treasury notes which had been issued, were mani- 
festly incompetent, both in amount and credit, ‘o 
constitute a substitute for the metallic currency. 
A declaration, therefore, at that time, that the go- 
vernment would only accept, in payment of the 
revenue, gold and silver, treasury notes, or bank 
notes payable on demand in coin, would have been 
equivalent to a denial of the means for paying the 
duties and taxes, at the very crisis that rendered 
indispensable a strict enforcement of the obligation 
to pay them. Nor could such a declaration have 
been properly applied to the loans which the neces- 
sities of the treasury required. A subscription jn 





date the treasury department, the evil admits of a 
very simple remedy. . 


coin was not to be expected; a subscription in 
treastry notes could net yield any active aid for 
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general purposes; and consequently a subscription 
in the local currencies of the several states must 
have been contemplated as the chief resource: for 
procuring the public supplies, as well as for dis- 
e@harging the public engagements. Under a sense, 
therefore, of the necessity which seems, for a time, 
to have reconciled the whole nation to the sus- 
pension of payments in coin, the treasury continued 
to receive bank notes, in satisfaction of every pub- 
lic claim and demand; and congress, after a session 
of six months, adjourned on the 3d of March, 1815, 
without intimating any objection, or making any 
provision, upon the subject. 

The same state of things centinued throughout 
the year 1815; in the annual estimates communicated 
to congress, at the commencement of the present 
session, it was stated, that the aggregate amount 
which would probably be realized and received at 
the treasury during 1815, from revenue and loans, 
might be placed at the sum of about $30,400,000. 
But the gross amount of treasury notes issued and 
unredeemed in 1815, could not be averaged higher 
than $16,000,000; and the amount in actual circula- 
tion, must be taken at a much less sum; for whenever 
and wherever the treasury notes rose to par, and 
above par, they were, for obvious reasons, withheld 
from the ordinary uses in exchange. Nor was it in 
the power of the treasury to augment the issue of 
treasury notes beyond the immediate demand for 
fiscal purposes. Treasury notes have not hitherto 
been regarded by the law as a substitute for the 
national currency, and the authority to issue them is 
only granted, as an auxiliary for supplying the occa- 
sional deficiencies of the revenue. In the New 
England states alone, the banks still professed to 
pay their notes upon demand in gold and silver; but, 
in fact, the issues of bank notes in that quarter have 
proved inadequate to meet the wants of the com- 
munity; and the revenue is almost cntirely eollected 
in treasury notes, which have been purchased at a 
considerable discount. Itis certain, therefore, that 
neither treasury notes, nor circulating coin, nor the 


extreme necessity; and, in short, to shake the very 


the treasury department were granted, for purposes 
contemplated by the legislature in making the 
grant; but itis not believed, that a case attended 
with circumstances so extraordinary, embracing in- 
terests so extensive, and involvmg consequences so 
important, was at any time anticipated by the legis. 
lature; or that it could be properly subjected to 
any other than the legislative agency. Having 
therefore, made several ineffectual attempts to re. 
lieve the public embarrassments, it was deemed 
the duty of the department to repose with confi- 
dence, upon the wisdom and authority of congress, 
for the application of a remedy suited tothe mala- 
dy of the times. . 

The period has arrived, when such a remedy 
may be safely and surely applied. The opinion ex- 
pressed in the treasury report of the 6th of Decem- 
ber last, is still however entertained, that the cur. 
rency in coi cannot at once be restored; that it can 
only be restored through a gradual reduction of 
the amount, attended by an amelioration of the va- 
lue of the existing paper medium, and that the 
measure of reform must originate with the state 
banks. It has been said, indeed, that those institu- 
tions have already begun the salutary work; that 
the amount of their discounts has been reduced; 
that the issues of their paper have been restricted; 
and that preparations are made for converting their 
capital of public stock into the more legitimate ca- 
pital of gold and silver. Public confidence must 
naturally follow these just and judicious arrange 
ments; but the interposition of the government will 
still be required, to secure a succéssful result. 

It must at all times be a delicate task, to exact 
the payment of duties and taxes in gold and silver, 
before the treasury is prepared, independent of any 
contingency, to give an assurance that the public 
creditors shall be paid in the same or an equivalent 
medium. If, however, a national bank be now es- 
tablished, this assurance may be confidently given, 








notes of banks paying in coin, could furnish, in 
1815, a sufficient medium, to satisfy the amount of| 
the duties, taxes and loans for the year. But it is| 
important here to add, that while the interior of! 
the country was as destitute of a currency in coin, 
as the cities and towns upon the Atlantic, the trea- 
sury-note medium was, in effect, monopolized by 
the commercial cities; and the lecal banks furnished | 
all the means which the planter or the farmer could| 
collect for the payment of his rent or his tax. 
During the year 1815, the etlects of the late war 
upon public and private credit were still felt; and 
the extraordinary event, which involved Europe in 
2 new confiict, threatened a continuance of the 
drain upon our gold and silver; to: be augmented, 
according to a general apprehension, by the force 
of an unfavorable balance of trade. Under such 
circumstances, the restoration of the national cur- 
xvency of coin, could not cease to be desirable; but| 
it must become more difficult in the accomplish- 
ment. The alternative issue of the measure deserv- 
ed, therefore, the most serious consideration; and 
it was determined, not only upon views of fiscal in- 
terest and accommodatievn, but upon principles of;| 
national policy and justice. The consequence of | 
rejecting bank notes, which were not paid on de- 
mand in coin, (if such payments were not thereby 
rendered general) must have been to put at hazard} 
the collection of the revenue, in point of time and 
in point of product; to deteriorate (if not to destroy)! 
the only adequate medium of exchanwe, adopted 
dy the common consent of the nation, in a case of; 








and it is believed that the apprehension will prove 
unfounded, which suggests that the issue of bank 
paper will be increased, and consequently will de- 
preciate by the operation of such an institution.— 
A demand for the paper of the national bank may 
diminish the demand for the paper of the state 
banks, but after the restoration of the currency in 
coin, the whole issue of bank paper will be regu- 
lated by the whole demand; and the proportions 
of the issue’ to be enjoyed by the national bank and 
the state banks, respectively, will be the subject ot 
a fair competition, without affecting the public inte- 
rests or convenience. If, therefore, the state banks 
have resumed the payment of their notes in coin, 
before the national bank shall be organized, there 
will be no hazard of disappomtment in promising 4 
similar payment to the public creditors; but even 
if that be not the case, the hazard will be slight, 
considering all the legislative precautions which it 
is proposed toadopt. Added to the metallic capt 
tal of the national bank, the deposite of the reve- 
nue, collected in gold and silver, must be a suffi- 
cient basis for a circulation of coin; as the uses for 
the paper of the bank, extending throughout the 
nation, will beconstant as well as uniform. 

Under these general impressions I have the ho: 
nor to submit the specific answers to your inquiries, 
in the following form: 

1. That it be made by law the duty of the s¢- 
cretary of the treasury to give public notice that 
from and after the Sist day of December next, 1 
will not be lawful to receive in payments to the 
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®nited States, any thing but gold, silver, and cop- 
per coins, constituting the lawful national currency: 
provided, that the secretary of the treasury may, 
as heretofore, authorise and allow the receipt of the 
notes of such banks, as shall pay their notes, on de- 
mand, in the lawful money of the United States. 

2. That from and after the same day it shall not 
be lawful for the secretary of the treasury to au- 
thorise or allow deposites of the revenue to be made, 
er to be continued, m any bank which shall not 
pay its notes when demanded, in the lawful money 
ef the United States. 

3. That from and after the same day it shall be 
the duty of the secretary of the treasury to take 
jegal measures for obtaining payment, in the lawful 
money of the United States, all notes or sums on 
deposite, belonging to the United States, issued or 
deposited in any bank which shall not then pay its 
notes and deposites, on demand, in the lawtul money 
of the United States. 

4. That from and after the same day, the notes 
of banks and bankers, shall be charged with a 
graduated stamp duty, advanced at least 200 per 
cent upon the present duty, without the privilege 
of commutation; saving, in that respect, all existing 
contracts - Provided, that if any banks or bankers 
shall, on or before the lst day of November next, 
notify the secretary of the treasury, that their notes 
will be paid in coin, upon demand, after the Sist of 
December; and if it be proved to his satisfaction, 
that after that day payment was so made, then with 
respect to such banks or bankers, the rate of duty 
and the privilege of commutation, shall remain, as 
now established by law. 

Altheugh the success of these measures is not in 
any degree doubted, it may be proper to add, that 
if it ever shall become necessary to increase their 
force, provision might be made, under the con- 
stitutional power of congress, to subject all banks 
and bankers, failing to pay their notes, according 
to the terms of the contract, to a seizure of their 
estates and effects, for the benefit of their creditors, 
as in acase of legal bankruptcy. 

I cannot conclude this letter, without an ex- 
pression of some solicitude, at the present situation 
of the treasury. The state banks have ceased to 
afford any accommodation for the transfer of its 
funds. The revenue is paid (as already stated) in 
treasury notes, where treasury notes are below par; 
and the public engagements can only be satis- 
factorily discharged in treasury notes, which are 
immediately funded at 7 per cent. Where treasury 
notes are above par, the local accumulation of bank 
credits is beyond the local demands, and the excess 
cannot be used elsewhere. Discontent and spe- 
culation are abroad; and all the estimates of the 
amount of the funded debt, created since the com- 
inencement of the late war, will probably fail, unléss 
the wisdom of congress shall effectually provide 
for the early restoration of an uniform national 
currency. Ihave the honor to be, sir, very respect- 
fully, your most ebed’t servant, 


A. J. DALLAS. 
The hon. J. C. Calhoun, chairman of the 


committee on the national currency. 








Picture of En sland. 


Sir Francis Burdett’s address to the electors of West- 
minster. 

_ Gentremen—lIn addressing so enlightened a por- 

tion of the community as the electors of the great 

metropolitan city of Westminster, it would ill be- 


lation and profession usual on occasions like the 
present. I cannot congratulate the people on the 
opportunity afforded them for redressing their mani- 
fold grievances, by a due exercise of their consti- 
tutional right to appoint their representatives in 
parliament, well knowing, and that too they know 
full well who cause this cheating appearance of an 
election to take place, that no such opportunty is, 
in point of tact, or intended to be, afforded the peo- 
ple. You, gentlemen, are too well informed of the 
real condition of your country, not to regard such 
language as deceptious, and to treat it with merit- 
ed contempt. Neither can I, with truth, profess 
that I shail be highly, or at all, gratified, by be- 
ing returned a member of an assembly where cor- 
ruption is ackraowledged to be as “notorious as 
noon-day,” and where “practices which would have 
made our forefathers startle with indignation, in 
utter oblivion of every former maxim and feeling 
of parliament,” have been impudently avowed, and 
shamelessly justified. This has brought us into a 
situation almost impossible, within the limits of an 
advertisement to depict. Nine hundred millions 
of debt; inland fortresses under the name of bar- 
racks; an army of German and other foreign mer- 
cenaries; an army of spies and informers; of tax 
and excise agents; an inquisition of private proper. 
ty; a phantom for a king; a degraded aristocracy; 
an oppressed people; a confiding parliament; irrce 
sponsible ministers; 2 corrupt and intimidated 
press; pensioned justices; packed juries; vague 
and sanguinary laws, sometimes shamefully relax- 
ed, atother times violently stretched beyond their 
tone; which, together with a host of failures of fo- 
reign expeditions, and the present crushing burden 
of taxation, are some of the bitter fruits of cor. 
ruption in the house of commons. <A hous< « fcoms 
mons, the members of which did, agreeal.ly to are- 
turn laid before it in 188, put into their own pock- 
ets £178,994 ayear in sinecures, salaries and pen- 
sions, besides their staff-appointments, and their 
commissions, and besides the money received by 
their wives and other relations. In faci, the whole 
of the evil arises here. ‘Those who vote the money 
are, some way or other, interested in the expendi- 
ture of it. The small number of indenendent men 
have no weight at all. 


Gentlemen, it is often affirmed that the savings 
in our power to make from simecures and pensions, 
would afford no relief to the people? Let us take 
a few out of numerous instances. The house of 
commons itself, in sheer places and pensions, swal- 
lows as much as would give fifiy shiliings.a year to 
71,225 fumilies—would this be nothing? Wouid it 
not be feit by the people? Lord Arden, brother to 
the late minister, v ‘ih reversion to the late minister 
himself, receives from his sinecures £38,574 a vear. 
This is the exact sum stated. But it is said, that 
le has besides immense sums arising f.om interest. 
Here is support ali the year round, at twelve shil- 
lings a week, for more than a thousand fumilics.— 
The same may be said of the family of Grenville. 
The duke of Grafion’s sinecures and pensions 
would maintain half as many; and, in short, it is in 
this way the nation is impoverished, and reduced 
to misery. The lord chicf justce, Eileuborough, 
besides his salary, receives in sinecures, £8,993 a 
year; besides having offices to sell, and participating 
in the emoluments ofhis own jailar. ‘The sinecures 
of the chief justice would keep 300 families Mr. 
Garners, the apothecary-general, has a clear £12,040 
a year, according to his own acknowledpmeit; be- 
sides the sums given to the princes out of the droits 
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funds, exempted from the income tax, and Mr Ad- 
dington (the maker and the breaker of the treaty of 
Sane) in 1801, misapplying upwards of £50,000 
(voted for the civil list) as a loan to the duke of 
York, only a small part of which has been repaid, 
and that without interest. What noble examples 
they set us, of making sacrifices—and for recon- 
ciling the people to their sufferings, from the weight 
ef the taxes, and the distresses, of the times! 


Gentlemen, there was formerly a law for putting 
a badge of distinction on every pauper receiving 
alms from his parish; but what dadges of infamy do 
those men deserve, who thus extert alms from eve- 
ry poor man in every parish in England—who em- 
bezzle, in unmerited pensions, and sinecure places, 
and divert into private purses, the public resources 
of their country? 


en at ea a \ 


him in guilt! The house of commons, instituted to 
redress our grievances, is become the greatest of 
all grievances, itself the ready instrument of all our 
oppressorss atwo-edged sword to destroy, instead 
of a shield to protect. . 

Gentlemen, the people of England are entitled, 
by several positive laws, as well as by that which 
is superior to all law, reason and common sense, 
and co:amon good, to annual parliaments and free 
elections, These are the vital principles of the 
constitution; the only means of insuring justice, 
peace and security, to the community at large. 

Gentlemen, we once had this happiness; our laws 
were made by representatives of our own choosing; 
our money was not taken from us but by our own con- 
sent, and the laws made by common consent were 
the measure of the king’s rule and the subjects obe- 








Gentlemen, our usurping oligarchy assumes a 
power of making our most innocent actions mis- 
demeanors; of determining points of law without 
appeal; and of imprisoning our persons without tri- 
a!; of breaking open our houses with the standing 
army; and murdering the people in the streets, by 
soldiers paid by the people themselves for their de- 
fence. Gentlemen, before recent experience, we 
should have hardly thought that a bare vote of the 
lower house would have been of sufficient force, in 
any court of justice, to overpower the solemn enact- 
ments of king anc parliament. 

Gentlemen, the judges, in the time of Charles L 
decided against Hamppey in the great cause of ship- 
money—“ut secundum legem oncretur JoaNNES Hamp- 
nen.” Gentlemen, in the action brought against 
me by the present excellent high bailiff of West- 
minster, which I defended because I thought it my 
duty not to give up your rights, lord Ellenborough 
elirecta:l the jury to find a verdict for the high bai- 
titi, reasoning in this curious manner: “the burden 
and the benefit ought to go together; therefore, as| 
Lhad had the benefit,” said: his lordship, “by taking 
the seat, the election expenses ought to fall upon 
me.” As to taking thé seat, that was compulsory, 
in obedience to the king’s writ, and what the dene- 
ft is, of a seat in the house of commons, I am still 
to learn. How his lordship could make so many 
blunders, both in law and logic, in so small a com- 
pass, it is impossible to imagine, unless it could, 
tor an instant, be supposed, that his lordship spoke! 


dience. To use the words of our great dramatic 
bard— 
‘Look here upon this picture, and on this; 
The counterfeit presentment of two brothers. 
See what a grace was seated on this brow!” 


“4 combination, and a form, indeed, 

Where every God did seem to set his seal. 

This was your constitution. Look now, what 
follows; | 

Here is your CONSTITUTION.” 


We may well conclude by asking, with the poet,— 


‘What devil was’t 
That thus has cozen’d us at hoodman blind!” 





Gentlemen, under the present system no change 
of ministry can be permanently and importantly 
useful to the country. The present are just as good 
as any of their predecessors during the present 
reign, or as any that are likely to succeed them.— 
The fault is not in the individuals, but in the sys- 
tem; a system under which no nation ever did or 
can prosper; a system of the most infamous and 
complicated corruption. 

‘Yo this internal situation of the country, I de- 
sire to draw the attention of my countrymen, per- 
suaded that from hence alone proceeds all our in- 
ternal sufferings, and external weakness; by the 
removal of this system, you may have foreign con- 
quest, if that is desirable; by the non-removal, even 





trom experience; and that, having found a seat in 


victory and conquest would serve only to enhance, 


the house, a convenient stepping-stone to the bench, ‘and to confirm the national servitude, depravity and 
he had forgotten the ancient theory in the modern|miscry. This system must be put a stop to by efforts 
practice of the constitution; with the latter of|from without the doors of the house of commons 
which his iordship is said to be to the full as well |—for, be assured, the gentlemen within will never 
acquainted as with the former. But there is no-|reform themselves. They will no more part with 
thing in the conduct of judges, either ancient or|their rotten boroughs, than a highwayman with 
modern, to induce us to resign, at the shrine of his pistols. The SPIRIT of HAMPDEN must re- 
their authority, all pretensions to common sense, |vive in the breasts of our country gentlemen, and 
and to the understanding of plain English. MHow/the people, with united voice, must demand reform 
ave we the bettcr for the noble struggies of our! in a language not to be misunderstood. Until some 


forefathers against arbitrary power in the king, if!such spirit shall manifest itself, 1am desirous of 





we endure it in much worse hands—those of our|withdrawing from acting a part in the low farce 
fellow-subjects? What signifies to us the law de-'carried on in St. Stephen’s; of resigning into your 
claring, that no man shail be imprisoned without! hands vour delegated trust; of returning to that 
lawful judgment of his peers, if the jargon of “/eaj retirement I had chosen when you so unexpected- 
et censuctudo pariiamenti” (a scrap of latin is ever!ly placed me in your service; thinking that in so de- 
introduced to cover a cheat) can render all the| graded, and degrading a state of the country, “the 
laws useless. How is the flock the better for be-|post of honor is the private station.” At the same 


ing sate from: the wolf, if they are devoured by the! time, gentlemen, be weil asstured that nothing: can 


very dogs placed to defend them? What avails re-|efiace from my recollection the deep impression of 
sisting tue lion, to fall into the jaws of the jackall?/your noble and generous conduct. On this point all 
to have pinioned the eagle’s wing,to becomethe sport/the world are agreed, whatever difference of opin- 
or prey of daws and kites? Despicable condition!|ion may exist about the object of your choice. Gen- 
ghea.ed, sold and arbitrarily ruled by cur own ser-!tiemen, your kind and considerate behaviour has 


vants, who exceed Judes in treachery, and equal!made a burthen far tog heavy for my shoulders, sit 
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easicr than I could have expected. Not only have 
{ been tree from importunity, but even from the 
slightest request from a single individual of your 
numerous body. 

Gentlemen, this conduct fills me with esteem and 
respect, and must ever bind me to the electors of 
Westminster, by indissoluble ties of gratitude and 
aifection. But, gentlemen, I do most earnestly wish 
to spare myself the mortification, and you the dis- 
appointment, of passing a painful life in undignifi- 
ed, because unsupported, and unavailing efforts, to 
stem a torrent of corruption as irresistible as infa- 
mous; of “dipping buckets into empty wells, and 

owing old in drawing nothing up.” 

Gentlemen; I remain, with the most profound gra- 
fitude and devotion, your humble servant, 

FRANCIS BURDETT. 








Skenandoh, the Indian Chief. 


FUNERAL OF SKENANDOH, THE ONEIDA CHIEF, WITH A 
SKETCH OF HIS LIFE. 


From the Utica Patriot, of March 19.—We are 
very grateful for the following communication, be- 
cause it will be seen from it, that there were several 
errors in the notice published in our last, and also, 
because it is a much more ample and interesting 
statement. 


Died, at his residence near Oneida Castle, on 
Monday, the 11th instant, SKENANDOG, the ce- 
lebrated Oneida chief, aged 110 years; well known 
in the wars whieh occurred while we were British 
colonies, and in the contest which issued in our 
independence, as the undeviating friend of the peo- 
ple of the United States. He was very savage, and 
addicted to drunkenness in his youth;* but by his 
own reflections and the benevolent instructions of 
the late rev. Mr. Kirkland, missionary to his tribe, 
hé live la reformed man for more than sixty years, 
and died in christian hope. 

From attachment to Mr. Kirkland, he had always 
expressed a strong desire to be buried near his 
minister and father, that he might (to use his own 
expression) “go up with him at the great resurrection.” 
At the approach of death, after listening to the 
prayers which were read at his bed-side, by his 
great-grand-daughter, he again repeated this re- 
quest. Accordingly, the family of Mr. Kirkland, 
having received information by a runner that Ske- 
candoh was dead, in compliance with a previous 
promise, sent assistance to the indians, that the 
corpse might be conveyed to the village of Clinton 
for burial. Divine service was attended at ihe 
meeting house in Clinton, on Wednesday, at two 
o’clock, P. M. An address was made to the indians 
by the rev. Dr. Backus, president of Hamilton col- 
lege; which was interpreted by judge Dean of 
Westmoreland. Prayer was then offered and ap- 
propriate psalms sung. After serviee the con- 


course which had assembled from respect to the} 5 


dectased chief, or from the singularity of the occa- 
sion, moved to the grave in the following order: 








*In the year 1775, Skenandoh was present at a 
treaty made in Albany. At night he was excessive- 
ly drunk, and ir the morning found himself in the 
Street; stripped of all his ornaments and every ar- 
ticle of clothing. His pride revolted at his self- 
degradation, and he resolved that he would never 


Students of Hamilton College. 
Corpse. 
Ps Indians. 
Mrs. Kirkland and Family. 
Judge Dean, Rev. Dr. Norton, Rev. Mr. Ayer. 
Officers of Hamilton College. 
Citizens. 

Afier interment, the only surviving son of the 
deceased, selfmoved, returned thanks through 
judge Dean as interpreter, to the people, for the 
respect shewn to his father on the occasion, and to 
Mrs. Kirkland and family for their kind and friendly 
attentions. 

Skenandoh’s person was tall and brawny, but 
well made; his countenance was intelligent, and 
beamed with all the indigenous dignity of an indian 
chief. In his youth he was a brave and intrepid 
warrior, and in his riper years one of the ablest 
counsellors among the North American tribes. He 
possessed a strong and vigorous mind, and though 
terrible as the tornado in the war, he was bland and 
mild as the zephyr in peace. With the cunning of 
the fox, the hungry perseverance of the wolf, and 
tthe agility of the mountain cat, he watched and 
repelled Canadian invasions. His vigilance once 
preserved from massacre the inhabitants of the 
infant settlements at Germanflats. His influence 
brought his tribe to our assistance in the war of 
the revolution. How many of the living and the 
dead have been saved from the tomahawk and the 
scalping-knife by his friendly aid is not known: but 
individuals and villages have expressed gratitude 
for his benevolent interpositions, and among the 
indian tribes he was distinguished by the appella- 
tion of the “White man’s friend.” 

Although he could speak but little English, and 
in his extreme old age was blind, yet his compan 
vas sought. In conversation he was highly deco- 
rous, evincing that he had profited by seeing civi- 
lized and polished society, and by mingling with 
good company in his better days. 

To a friend who called on him a short time since, 
he thus expressed himself by an interpreter: 

“T am an aged hemlock: the winds of an hun- 
dred winters have whistled through my branches; 
I am dead at the top. The generation to which I 
belong have run away and left me; why I live the 
Great Good Spirit only knows. Pray to my Jesus, 
that I may have patience to wait for my appointed 
time to die.”’ ‘ 

Honored chief! His prayer was answered; he was 
cheerful and resigned to the last. For sevéral 
years he kept his dress for the grave prepared.— 
Once, and again, and again, he came to Clinton te 
die; longing that his soul might be with Christ, and 
his body in the narrow house, near his beloved 
Christian teacher. 

While the ambitious but vulgar great, look prin- 
cipally to sculptured monuments, und to riches in 
the temple of earthly fame, Skenandoh, in the 
spirit of the only real nobility, stood with his loins 
girded, waiting the coming of his Lord. 

His Lord has come! and the day approaches 
when the green hillock that covers his dust will be 
more respected than the pyramids, the mausolcea 
and the pantheons of the proud and imperious.— 
His simple “turf and stone’? will be viewed with 
affection and veneration, when their taudry orna- 
ments of human apotheosis shall awaken only pity 
and disgust. al 

“Indulge my native land, indulge the tear, 


That steals impassioned o’er a nation’s doom; 
‘To me each twig from Adam’ stock is dear,, 


* 





again deliver himself over to the power of strong 
water. 


And sorrows f,1l upow an Indian’s tomb.” 


Cltnton, March 14, 1816. 
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CONGRESS. 
SENATE. 

April 4. The bill to establish a navigation sys- 
tém being the order of the day, was, on motion of 
Mr. Ha‘per, postponed till to-morrow. Mr. Har- 

er at the same time laid upon the table the follow- 
ing resolutions: : 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by 
law, for excluding gradually from the naval an 
merchant service of the United States, all persons 
other than native citizens, or persons heretofore 
naturalized. 

Resolved, That provision ought to be made by 
law for compelling the merchant vessels of the 
United States to have on board a number of appren- 
tices, in proportion to the tonnage of such vessels 
respectively. 

April 5.—The senate resumed the consideration 
of the bill to establish a system of navigation for 
the Unitéd States. 

Mr. Harper moved to recommit the bill to a se- 
léct committee, with a view to incorporating there- 
in the principles indicated in his motion of yester- 
day. 

This motion was negatived; and the bill was or- 
dered te bé engrossed for a third reading. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
to increasé the salaries of the officers of govern- 
mient theréin mentioned. A motion was mace to 
postpone the further consideration thereof indefi- 
nitely, which gave rise to considerable debate.— 
The motion was negatived. 

April 6. The bill for the relief of the widow and 


Friday, April 5—After other business—Mr. Gai. 
houn moved that the house pfoceed to Considep 
the amendments of the senate to the national bank 
bill. On putting the question, however, it was 
found that a quorum of the members were not pre- 
sent, 

Mr. Randolph, with the view of producing a more 


adjourn—Negatived. ‘ 

A quorum soon after appearing, Mr. Randolph, 
maved that the rule for convening at 10 o’clock, be 
rescinded, that the hour of 11 might be again adopt. 
ed; which was also disagreed to—-ayes 40. 

The house then, by a vote of 45 to 55 agreed te 
consider the amendments of the senate to the bank 
bill. | 

Mr. Milnor, because of the thinness of the house 
and the importance of the subject; and, further, 
beeause he understood that the committee on the 
national currency were on the point of reporting a 
very important bill which might materially affect 
the decision on the bank question, &c. moved that 
the consideration thereof begostponed to Monday 
next. 

Mr. Calhoun hoped the motion would not prevail. 
The reasons for it he did not think sufficient; the 
house was as full as usual; and the bill alluded to 
as on the eve of being reported by the committee, 
pre-supposed the existence of a national bank, and 
the committee had determined not to report it pend. 
ing the passage of the bank bill. 

After some further consideration between Messrs 
Calhoun and Milnor, in which the latter gentlemar 


children’ of Robert Fulton, deceased, (extending) msisted on the propriety of first being in possession 


the term of the patent righito his invention,) was 
read a third time, passed by a vote of 16 to 6, and 
scnt to the house of representatives for concurrence. 

The bill establishing a system of navigation for 
the United States, was read a third time, and pass- 
ed, and sent to the house of representatives. 

The other business done will be noticed in its 
progress. iy tp 

April 8. The bill making appropriations for roads 
and canals, and the bili to alter the law of costs, 
were, after debate, postponed indefinitely. 

Nothing else of importance transacted. 


April 9. The bill making further provision for mi- 
litary services during the late war was further dis- 
cussed; and the quesiuon tried, .n more than one! 
shape, on the proposition to give bounty lands to} 
the disbanded officers, every motion for that pur- 
pose being however ultimately rejected. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


of the report referred to—the motion to postpone 
the subject to Monday, was negatived—ayes 43, 
noes 66. 

After the amendments of the senate were read— 

Mr. fandolph moved, for the purpose of destroy- 
ing the bill, that the whole subject be indefinitely 
postponed. 

This motion produced a long and warm debate, 
and was finally decided in the negative, as follows: 


YBAS—Messrs. Baker, Barbour, Bassett, Bennett, Birdsall, 
Breckenridge, Burnside, Cady, Caldwell, Cilley, Clayton, Clopton,. 


Cooper, Crawiord, Culpepper, Darlington. Davenport, D:sba, 
Glasgow, Goldsborough, Goddwyn, Hahn, Hale, Hemmond, Hanson, 
Harwin, Heister, Herbert, Hopkinson, Johnson, Va. Johnsov,K. Kent, 
Langdon, Law, Lewis, Lovett, Lyle, Lyon, Marsh, Mayrant, Mc- 
Lean, Ky. Milnor, Newton, Noyes, Pic <ering, Pitkin, Randolph, 
Reed, Roane, Hoot, Ross, Ruggles, Sargeant, Savage, Sheffey, 
Smith, Pa. Stearns, Strang, Stuart, Sturges, Taggart, Vose, Wal- 
lace, Ward, Mass. Webster, Whiteside, Wileox—67. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adgate, Alexander, Archer, Atherton, Baer, 
Bateman, Betts, Buss, Bradbury, Brooks, Brown, Bryan, Calhoun; 
Cannon, Champion, Chappell, Chipman, Clark, N.C. Clendenniny 
Comstock, Condict, Conner, Creighton, Crochcron, Cuthbert, E4- 


nor, Hawes, Henderson, Huger, Hulbert, Hungerford, Ingham, Li 





The following were the yeas and nays in the house 
of representatives on Thursday the 4th of April, on 
Mr. Wilde’s motion, which had for its object to fix 
the duty on woolen and cotton goods at twenty per! 
eent. ad val. 


YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barbour, Bassett, Bradbury, Brown, Bry- | 
an, Champion, Ciark, N. C. Culpepper, Cuchoert, Edwards, Fursyth, 
Gaston, Goldsborough, Guoulwyn, Haile, Hardin, Heister, Herbert, 
Huger, Hungerford, Juhason,Va. Kerr, Va. King, N.C. Love, Loveti, 
Lowndes, Lumpkin, Lyon, Midleton, Moure, Mosely, Murfree, Nel- 
son, Va. Noyes, Pickens, Pickering, Pleasants, Raudotph, Roane, 
Hoot, Ross, Smith, Va. ‘Late, Laylor, S.C. Telfair, Thomas, Vose, 
Wilcox, Wilde, Yancey—5i. ‘ 

NAYS—Missrs. Adgate, Alexander, Atherton, Baker, Batei:nan, 
Beunctt, Betts, Birdsall, Boss, Broons, Cady, Cuthoun, Chappell, 
Chipman, Clendennin, Coinstoci,, Coucr, Crawiurd, Cr-ighton, 
€rocheron, Darlington, Davenport, Desha, Gow, Griffin, Hahn, 
Hammond, Hawes, Henderson, Hopkinsou, Hulbert, Ingham, Irwin, 
Pa. Jackson, Johason, Ky. Kent, Langdon, Lyie, Maclay, Marsh, 
Mason, Mayrant, M’Coy, M’Lvan, Ky. Minor, Newton, Orimsvy, 

arris, Piper,Pitkin, Powell, Ruggles, Saryeant, Savage, Schenck, 
Samah Smith, Pa. Smit, Md. Southard, Strong, Sturges, Taul, 
‘Throop, Townsend, Ward, N. ¥. Ward, N. J. Wendover, Wheaton, 
Whiteside, Wilkin, Willoughby, Thos. Witsen, \Vim. Wilson, Wood- 
ward, Wright, Yates—76. 








win, Pa. Jackson, Jewett, Kerr, Vae Kin, N. C. Love, Lownd+s, 
Lumphin, Maclay, Mason, M’Coy, M’Kee, Middleton, Moore, 
Mosely, Murfree, Nelson, Mass. Nelson, Va. Ormsby, Parris, Pick: 
ens, Piper, Pleasants, Powell, Reynolds, Robertson, Schenck. 
Sharpe, Sinith, Md. Smith, Va. Southard, Tate, T'aul, Tayior, S.C: 
TPeUaiv, Phomas, Throop, Townsend, ‘Tucker, Ward, N. ¥. Wart, 
N.J. Wendover, Wheaton, Wiide, Wilkin, Willoughby. Thos. Wil- 
son, Wim. Wilson, Woodward, Wright, Yancey, Yates—91. 


The amendments of the senaie were then, after 
some ineffectual attempts to amend them, severally 
concurred in; and the house adjourned. 

Saturday, April6. Other minor business peing 
disposed of —Mr. Cylhoun from the committee on a 
na‘aonal currency, reported a bill for the more ef 
fectual colleciion of the revenue in the lawful mo- 
ney of the United States, which was twice read and 
committed. 

This bill provides, that after the Sist December 
next, the notes o* the banks which do not by that 
time pay specie, shal! not be received in payment 
of debts due tne United States; und impases on such 
banks new stamp dutics, afver the following scale 


punctual attendance hereafter, moved that the house: 


wards, Forney, Forsyth, Gaston, Ghulson, Gold, Griffin, Gresve-’ 


gs SJ 


a 
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On notes net exceeding 1 dollar 10 cts) committee appointed on the subject of regulating the 
Above 1 and not exceeding 2 20  |proceedings of congress, reported two resolutions, 
Above 2 and not exceeding 3 30 providing that the business of all kinds which may 
Above 3:and not exceeding 5 50 remain unfinished at the close of the present ses- 
Above 5 and not exceeding 10 $1 sion, shall be taken up at the next session at the 
Above 10 and not exceeding 20 2 precise point to which it shall have progressed du- 
Above 20 and not exceeding 50 5 ring the present session; which resolutions were laid 
Above 50 and not exceeding 100 10 on the table. : aa 
Above 100 and not exceeding 500 50 Many bills, chiefly for the relief of individuals, 
Above 500 100 |were passed through a committee of the whole, 


Of which duties no composition’ shall be allowed, 
but it shall be “specifically collected for and upon 
the stamps affixed to the notes hereby charged there- 
with.” 

The house then again resumed the consideration 
of the bill to regulate the duties on imports and 
tonnage. 

The remainder of the day was occupied in the 
discussion of various propositions to amend the 
bill, none of which, however, of an important cha- 
racter, prevailed. Amongst the amendments offer- 
ed, was one by Mr. Tucker, to strike out the mini 
num price of 25 cents per square yard on cottons, 
which was widely debated; and one by Mr. Ward, 
of Mass. to reduce the duty on imported hemp from 
150 cents to 100 cents percwt. Both of these mo- 
tions were negatived. 

Ai a late hour the bill was ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading; and the house adjourned. 

Monday, April 8.—On motion of Mr. Pleasanis, 
a resolution was adopted to appoint a committee to 
enquire into the expediency of passing a law giv- 
ing the assent of congress to an act of the legisla- 
ture of Virginia, incorporating a company to 1m- 
prove the navigation of James’s river from Warwick 
to Rockett’s landing. 

The engrossed bill to establish a tariff was read 
the third time, and the question stated “shall the 
bill pass??——Mr. Randolph moved to postpone it un-| 
til the next session, and stated his reasons therefor. 
He was replied to by Mr. Smith of Md. and Mr. 
Lowndes. For the postponement 47—against it 95. 


and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 
Mr. Gaston having announced the decease of the 
hon Ricuarp Stanrorp, a member of this house 


from North Carolina— 


The usual orders on such occasions were adopted 
—and it was voted te attend the funeral to-morrow 
at 12 o’clock; in which the senate concurred. 

Both houses, from respect to the memory of thé 
deceased member of the house of representatives, 
adjourned to Thursday. 

[Mr. S. died at his lodgings in Georgetown on the 
morning of this day, aged about 47 years. He had 
been a member of the heuse nearly 20 years, and 
at the time of his death was the oldest member. 
His complaint was the Erysipelas, originating in a 
common cold. ] we. 

Q7ln the Senate, on Thursday, the 11th April, 
the bill to increase the compensation to certain 
officers of government, was refused a third read- 
ing (and of course rejected) by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barry, Brown, Daggett, Fromen- 
tin, Hunter, Lacock, Macon, Morrow, Roberts, 
Tait, Puorner, Williams.—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barbour, Chace, Condict, Dana, 
Gaillard, Goldsborough, Mason of N. H. Mason of 
Vt. Ruggies, Sanford, Talbot, Thompson, Varnum, 
Weils—14. 

The house of representatives on Thursday dis- 
posed of a great deal of business “‘cutirely of a lo- 
cal character.’’ 








CH ONICLE. 











The question then recurred on the passage of the 
bill; when 


Mr. Randolph rose and spoke nearly three hours 


at all, especially against the propriety of affording 
a high bounty, by taxing the community, &c. 

Mr. IWright also spoke sometime aguinst the bill; 
as also did 

Mr. T'e/fair, who opposed the bill in a speech of 


half an hour; when 


{ 
in opposition to the bill, and generally against the tional bank. The 


policy of encouraging manufacturing establishments | 


| 


' 


| 


aPWe have no foreign intelligence of any import- 
auce since our last paper. 

The president has signed the bill to establish a na- 
act shall appear in our next. 
From the Mediterranean. Extract ofa letter from 
an ofhcer on beard the U. 8. sloop of war Ontario, 
idated “Port Mahon, January 23, 1816. 
| “We have been cruising the greater part of the 
last four months, except some weeks that we lay at 
Carthagena, but are new laid up forthe winter. 

“The only news {have for you is, the loss of his 


} 


The question on the passage of the bill, was tak- ‘catholic mujesty’s line of battle-ship, the Ferdinand. 


en and decided in the atlirmative as follows: 
YEAS--Messrs. Adgate, Alexander, Archer, Ath 
Barbour, Bassett, Bateman, Baylies, Bennett, Betts, Birdsall, Boss, 
Brooks, Brown, Cady, Caldwell, Calhoua, Cannon, Chivman, 
Clendennin, Comstock, Crawford, Creighton, Crocheron, Cuthbert, 
Darlington, Davenport, Desha “Glasgow, Gold, Grosvenor, Hahn, 
Hall, Hammoud, Hawes, Henderson, Hopkinson, Ingham, Irwin 
Pa. Jewett, Johnson Ky. Kent, Langdon, Lowndes, Lumpkin. Lyle, 
Maclay, Marsh, Mason, Meyraot, MeCoy, McLean Ky. Milnor, 
Raeeieg Noyes, Ormsby, Parris, Piper, Pitkin, Pleasants, Powell, 
Southard, Strong, ‘Taggart, ‘Taul 
Wallace, ‘Ward N'Y. Ward N. JN 
Wilkin, Willoughby, ‘Thas. 
Yates—88, 
, NAYS—Messrs. Baer, 
side, Champion, Clark, N. C. Culpepper, Edwards, Forney, For- 
syth, Gaston, Goldsborough, Goodwyn, Hale, Hardin, Heister 
Herbert, Huger, Hungerferd, Johason, Va. Kerr, Va. Law, Lewis 
Love, Lovett, Lyon, Moore, Murfree, Nelson Ms. Nelson Va. Pick: | 
ens, Pickering, Randolph, Reynolds, Roane, Robertson, Root, 
Ross, Sheffey, Smith Va. Stearns, Stuart, ‘'ate,Taylor S. C. Tel- | 
fair, Thomas, Vuse, Wileoxy Wilde, Williams, Wright, Yanevy—54. | 


Sundry bills were read the first and second time, | 
&c. to be noticed hereafter. 
Luesday, April 


9. “Mr. Hopkinson, from the jeint} 





| 
erton, Baker, 


les, Sargeant, Savage, Schenck, Sharpe, Sinith Pa. Smith Md. | 
Throop, Townsend, ‘lucker,! ©, e 4 
J. Wendover, Wheaton, Whiteside, lot war Erie, except the Spaniards. 

Wilson, Wm. Wilson, Woodward, determined to keep these poor fell 
Bradbury, Breckenridge, Bryan, Burn-|>?!g Which we captured and carried into Cartha-* 
gena, Is given up.” — Columbian. 


9! 


|Our commodore (who, you know, has much of the 
‘milk of human kindness in him) scat a party of 
‘men on board to fit the vessel out, and take her 
round to Carthagena. in her passage she cxrer- 
enced a little gale from the N. W. the second day 
out she spruny a leak; the third day out she went 
down, when within five miles of Algiers, but all the 
men, amounting to 65 in number, were saved.— 
They all arrived here a few days since, in the sloo 

The dey has 
ows until the 


Extract of a letter from a young gentleman on bord 
.S. fricate United Stuies, dat . ah 

ve raat iodiean ailing es shares 

** Within a few duys the Intendant has refused 

giving us our stores from the shore, alleging ‘he 


jhad orders from government to charge import and 


expert duty on them, amounting te $4000. Nethking: 
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of this having been mentioned when they were land- 
ed, oxr commodore ‘is determined not to comply.} but 
We have haled directly opposiic the custom-house, 


with our broadside facing it. 





There are about thirty auctioneers in New-York 
these do the greatest business. 

Appointments by the president and senate.— Corne 

lius P. Van Ness, of Vermont, to be a commissioner 


“The Consteilation is in dock refitting; captain under the British treaty, for ascertaining the boun.- 


Gordon’s health not very good. 


The Erie, Ontario, | dary line between Vermont and New-Hampshire and 


Alert, John Adams and sch. Hornet, and the Dutch! the British territory. 


squadron, are here. 


The Hornet axils 3 in 2 few days} 


Daniel Sheldon, late of the treasury department, 


for Marseiiles—and the Adams this day for Gibraltar, | to be secretary of legation of the United States to 


for provisions. 


““ The Algerine squadron is in port, dismantled. 


France. 
Harman Visger, of New-York, to be consul at’ 


“ The Algerine brig was demanded by us at} Bristol, in Great Britain. 


Jarthagena, but refused till orders were received 


trom Madrid. 


“ The Erie has brought from Algiers, the Ameri- 
cans who were on board the Spanish ship of the L’Orient, i in France. 


line San Fernando, which foundered near there. 


Emanuel Wambersie, of Georgia, to be consul at 
Ostend, in the low countries. 
Henry Wilson, of Maryland, to be consul at 


By the president—Thomas L. M‘ Kenney, of the 


No property was saved from that ship she sunk so} district of Columbia, to be superintendant of indian 


suddenly. On board her were, 40 or 50 women, 
soldiers wives. 


Algerines made prisoners of the Spaniards. 


All the lives were saved; but the 


affairs, vice John Mason, resigned. 


Popvutation.—/Vestward! It is estimated on as 


Every! certained facts and reasonable data, that_the pre- 


possible exertion was made by the Americans to! (.y population of Kentucky is about 527,000—viz. 


suve the ship.”’ 


[A letter from Cadiz says, the loss of the San ee 

7 . " . 3 «< . 
Fernando is a serious one for the Spaniards, and Pepeiation i Sete Wes Gee 
that it was said she had or board about 2U0 men, 


exclusive of the Americans. ] 

Massachusetts election. 
atl received. 
which there is a repubiican gain of 4,307. 
has been a 
county yet heard from. 


will probably be elected by a small majority. 

Connecticut election, for governor, &c. 
only heard from two piaces. In Wew-Haven, Mr. 
Wolcott (the republican candidate) beat Mr. Smith, 
the present governor, 20 votes! Norwalk, always 
republican, Mr. W. had 129, and Mr. S. 41. 

Cartriacena, &c. We learn by Jamaica papers, 
that the royal clief Morillo is performing the part 
assigned him by executing great numbers of the 
neonle without regard to age o sex; in which he 
is ably supported by the holy Inquisition—the ory; 
INQUISITION! 

The greater part, and possibly the whole of the 
Americans made prisoners at Carthagena have been 
released. 
ed home. ‘They suilered excessively by the cold-| 
blooded cruelty and wanton outrages of the roy-) 
ulists. 

Curvacoa and Surrinam i 
to the Dutch. 

Buenos Ayres.—We have a report 

rived at Salem in 70 days from Buenos Ayres, that 


have veen delivered up! 


he patriot army sent to assist the w higs of Chili, | 


bad been completely defeated by the royal forces, 
and that great discontent existed in consequence at 


Buenos Ayres. We are not disposed to impeach the} 


verity of this particular article of intelligence—but 
<here is so much of royal and commercial cunning 
connected with the cust to be given to afiuirs in 
South America, that we always receive bad news 
with great caution. 

A Charleston paper of the 29th ult. remarks, that 
for eight weeks that city had not been blessed with 
ene drop of rain. 

Auction sales.—The United States’ duty on sales 
at auction, at 2 per cent. on merch: andise, and } per 
cent. on vessels, produced as follows in 1815 trom 
two houses of auctioneers in New-York : 

Duty. JAlm’t of- sales. 
Messrs. Hones & Town $131,592 30 $6,579,615 
Hoffman & Glass 47, 639 1 2,381,851 


We have 


Capt. Almeda, of Baltimore, has returi a 


' 
by a vessel ar-| 


420,000 free whites, and 107,000 slaves—the gross 
Increase 25 per 
cent. in five years. 

Ohio. The population of Ohio, in 1810, was 
230,000—by a late return of her free white inhabi- 


SP aly ale pe Pea. es aes Yet) tants over 21 years of age, it is estimated that her 
Ye have the votes of 313 towns, in 
There 
a gain in favor of Mr. Dexter in almost every 
Theresult is doubiful. The 


federal majority last year was 7,391. Mr. Brooks 


present population i is about 400,000. Increase near- 


ly 80 per cent. in five years. 


Indiana, in 1810, had a population of 24,520 souls. 
The ascertained population some moutlis ago, was 
about 70,000—and the present amount is supposed 
to be between 95, and 100,000. Increase about 406 
per cent. in five years. 

Tiere are no slaves in Ohio, and very few in In- 
diana—in 1810 only 237. 

More goods! We have recently had many valua- 
ble arrivals at all the chief ports of the United 
States from China, the East Indies and Europe, 
with vast cargoes of precious goods! 


Desertion'—A letter from England says that all 
the prime workmen who were sent to build the Bri- 
| tish vessels on lake Ontario, &c. have deserted to 
ithe United States; and that, hereafter, they will not 
send any for like purposes who cannot deposit £400 
as security for their allegiance! “That’s a good one!”’ 


Earthquake or Sea-quake. We have recently had 
_two apparently undeniable accounts of the effects 
of earthquakes felt at sea, to the great alarm of 
‘those in the vessels; which appeared as if passing, 
| with “much rapi idity over a hard bottom of large 
round stones.’ 

The passage of steam-boats up and down the 
western waters, is now so common as to excite but * 
| little attention. They are greatly multiplying. 

Tue Loomu.—From the National Intelligencer—A 
young man, whose name is Campbell, is now in this 
city, for the purpose of procuring a patent fora loom 
of the most singular construction we have yet seen. 
It does away the necessity of warping; and when 
once in operation can be kept so for any length of 
time; that is, 2a web may be wove of any desired 
length, as the cloth is rolled out in such manner as 
it can be cut off at any time witheut stopping the 
loom. 

The machinery is very simple, and put in opera- 
tion merely by turning a crank, and requires but a 
moment’s inspection to be fully understood. The 
warp is taken from bobbins or spools. There can be 
no doubt but this new combination of machinery, 
| will greatly reduce the expence of fabricating cloth; 

and will therefore be of much use to our country.” 











